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 Every single day, together with kind and compassionate donors like you, 
we connect kids and families affected by childhood cancer with healing through 
happiness. Your caring support provides love, care, friendship and fun in homes, 
in hospitals, in communities and at our spectacular overnight camp sites! 

 Every single day, we are inspired by stories of courage and resilience from 
our Campers and families. And we are also deeply moved by the generosity of 
donors like you—who support our families today—but also the donors who 
came before you, who left a gift in their Will to help families forever. 

	 Here,	you	can	find	more	about	leaving	a	gift	in	your	Will,	including	some	
practical details that we hope are helpful as you prepare to speak to your 
advisors and family about your plans or wishes. 

 Creating or updating your Will takes time and effort, but it is important 
and	fulfilling.	As	a	key	part	of	your	estate	plans,	your	Will	lets	you	decide	with	
whom you want to share your assets. Your Will is the ultimate expression of the 
values and beliefs you hold in life. It is about your interests and passions, not 
merely your assets.

 You are welcome to contact me for more information about legacy giving 
or	for	a	confidential	conversation	about	including	CAMPFIRE	CIRCLE	in	your	
legacy plans. It’s always wonderful to hear stories about what camp has meant 
to our most loyal and cherished donors, so please don’t hesitate to connect with 
me at any time. 

 Thank you for your consideration of such vital and vibrant support! 

      Angie Barbieri 
      Director,	Annual	&	Legacy	Giving	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Monthly	Donor	and	Legacy	Circle	Member
      1-888-464-6624 ext. 213  
      angie@campfirecircle.org 
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Healing through Happiness, Forever: Your Free Will Guide



Where Do You Start?
There are two things you need to do before you create your legacy gift and they 
both	typically	involve	professional	help.	The	first	is	to	determine	approximately	
how	much	you	might	have	to	give.	A	financial	advisor	can	help	you	determine	
how much you will need to live in comfort. She or he can also advise on how 
much you might give to family and loved ones. 

The	second	is	to	consult	with	a	lawyer	and	either	create	your	first	or	update	
your current Will. This is the document which makes your legacy come alive. 

Which Type of Gift is Right for You?
 
There are several gift options that may be available to you during your estate 
planning. The following is a summary of commonly used forms of legacy giving. 
Please	note:	we	encourage	and	expect	you	to	consult	a	professional	advisor	to	
determine the best option for you. 

A Bequest in Your Will
 
There	are	three	types	of	bequests	available	to	you.	Please	note	the	use	of	our	
legal	name:	CAMPFIRE	CIRCLE.
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1. Specific Bequest – You	designate	a	specific	dollar	amount	or	piece	of	property	
in your Will (e.g, real estate, stocks/bonds, property, works of art).

2. Residual Bequest – You allocate all or a portion of your estate to camp that 
remains after all debts, taxes, expenses and other bequests are paid.

3. Contingent Bequest – You make a provision in your Will that your gift 
only takes effect if your primary intention cannot be met (i.e. if the primary 
beneficiary	and	alternate	beneficiaries	do	not	live	longer	than	you).	 

Other	forms	of	legacy	gifts	include	gifts	of	life	insurance,	RRSPs	or	RRIFs,	
Charitable	Remainder	Trusts	and	more.	We	would	be	happy	to	have	a	
confidential	conversation	with	you	about	how	these	types	of	gifts	can	be	put	to	
work for our families, forever. 

We can also provide you with sample wording and clauses you can use as a 
starting point, and we can also help you with sample codicil language if you 
wish.
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Kristine’s Story
Camp has been in my heart for my whole life. When I 
close	my	eyes,	I	can	smell	the	forest	and	the	campfire.	
I	hear	the	fire	crackle.	You	know	the	sound	of	wind	
rustling in the trees? When I think of camp, I hear that 
too.	Suddenly,	*SPLASH*!	Someone	just	did	an	awesome	
cannonball off the dock. When I close my eyes, I can feel the 
cold	water	on	my	toes,	and	I	can	feel	the	warm	glow	of	the	fire	and	I	can	taste	
the S’Mores…

And it makes me realize that camp is more than what I smell, hear or taste. 
Camp	is	a	feeling.	A	feeling	I	will	cherish	forever.	I	was	one	of	the	first	Campers	
at	CAMPFIRE	CIRCLE	Rainbow	Lake.	I	was	diagnosed	with	cancer	when	I	was	
8. My parents heard about camp from our doctor, and I attended for nearly 10 
years with both my sisters.

Camp made me realize that there were other kids and families going through 
what we were going through. I remember seeing other kids losing their hair, 
wearing a wig and not feeling alone. Being at school is tough when you stand out 
as	different,	and	even	when	kids	at	school	try	to	help	you	“fit	in”,	you	know	you	
don’t.	At	camp,	I	felt	this	overwhelming	and	joyful	sense	of	relief,	where	I	fit	in	
just	perfectly	just	by	being	myself.

I’ll always support camp as donor and a volunteer, and my husband and I have 
also made the decision to leave camp in our Will. I remember my parents telling 
me years ago that they had put camp in their Will, and I always knew in my 
heart that I would do the same. When our daughter was born, and it was time 
for us to write our Will, it felt really good to know that we had made a plan for 
her and our family, but also that we will help camp forever.

If you’re considering a gift in your Will, I want you to know that it doesn’t matter 
how much you choose to give. Some people think that leaving money in a Will 
is only for rich people, that you have to leave a lot to make an impact. And that’s 
just	not	true.	Every	gift	helps.	Every	bit	counts.	
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Our Promise to You
Your gift will be used to have the greatest impact on children and their families. 
Every single gift, no matter the size, is important and impactful. We deeply 
appreciate	the	confidence	and	trust	you	have	in	CAMPFIRE	CIRCLE.

We	are	proud	of	our	effectiveness	and	efficiency.	We	will	apply	both	to	your	gift.	

You are encouraged to contact us for a conversation about our areas of work 
that interest you most, and how you can ensure your gift supports our work in 
the most effective way possible. 

We value and respect your privacy. Your Will is an intensely personal document. 
We	understand	and	support	the	notion	that	your	loved	ones	come	first.

We will provide you and your loved ones with special opportunities to learn 
about our work in any ways that are meaningful to you.

Everything	you	tell	us	will	be	kept	in	confidence	and	you	are	under	no	
obligation. 

We would like to know if you have made a gift to camp in your Will so that 
we can plan ahead, and should you wish, we can recognize your generosity 
and share your story to inspire others. Whether you choose to tell us or not is 
entirely your decision. 

We love hearing from you! You are invited to contact Angie 
Barbieri,	Director,	Annual	&	Legacy	Giving	at	1-888-464-
6624 ext. 213 or angie@campfirecircle.org		for	a	confidential	
conversation about how you can provide love and care to 
campers, forever, with a gift in your Will. Thank you!
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